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4th C-SAP Annual Conference
New Contexts in learning and teaching: International Perspectives

Wednesday 23 - Friday 25 November 2005

CONFERENCE FEEDBACK

130 Delegates (Over 3 days)

25 Responses (19.2%)

Please tick the appropriate box below (5 = excellent, 4 = very good, 3 = good, 2 = satisfactory, 1 = poor)

Overall Rating



5
4
3
2
1
1
Overall rating of the event
10
11
3
1
0
Quality of Event Organisation and Venue
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Pre-event organisation
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9
10
2
1
3
4
Meeting rooms/facilities
10
10
2
2
1
Your Expectations and Realisations
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What did you hope to achieve by attending the event?
· To learn about different teaching methods that are possible ways of lining academic and activist activities

· Networking and some ideas on L&T

· Network and contribute

· Networking and inspiration

· Learning about C-SAP research projects and L&T work elsewhere.  Network with colleagues from HEIs

· Meeting and talking with likeminded individuals

· I wanted useful, critical feedback on my paper (which I got)

· To hear about the current state of research about T&L in SAP.  To hear about peoples empirical projects and perhaps a little about theory.

· To discuss issues of current concern with a variety of colleagues

· I presented a paper so one of my goals was to get feedback on some of the key issues in the paper

· Meeting people from UK, USA and rest of the world who are involved in this sort of research, brand new perspectives

· Wanted to survive my presentation and learn new things

· Relaying our ideas to prospective members; by consensus, getting decisions made, hearing the opinions of others.

· Update of research information

· I hoped to have some feedback on my own work, as well as hear about new directions, methods and concepts people are using in the field.

· Insight into C-SAP strategies and activities and those activities in pedagogy relevant to academic fields

· Learn about current issues in T&L – get some ideas and share some ideas with colleagues from other institutions about developments T&L

· My hope was that of meeting fellow colleagues and share views on teaching and researching

· Share critical perspectives; learn more about what others are thinking and doing in T&L

· Present my paper to an interested / critical audience.  Hear about other HE research that takes a social science perspective.  Develop links with others researching in my area.

· I think the networking conversations were great.  I was able to connect with like minded people and made arrangements to met them

· To learn from other teachers of social sciences about developments in the sector and pedagogical principles.  The event was stunning success for this and I came away with plenty of food for thought

· Know more about CSAP and CSAP staff, liaise with people researching T&L issues in the social sciences

· Present research findings to peers – get feedback on research – exchange ideas – ideas to further teaching and research practice
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What were the most interesting/useful aspects?
· Useful ideas on teaching in relation to race and ethnicity.  Intellectual stimulant

· Papers on C-SAP projects – made me very pleased with C_SAP decisions about what to fund

· Keynote speakers were excellent, good to have African keynote and other two had super content: A Darder was particularly wonderful!  Activism / protest themes excellent but really restricted by awful timetabling!

· Coming from post activist context the most fascinating aspect I found was teachers political/leftist involvement which make a difference in Poland

· Hearing about research elsewhere and networking

· The single papers allowed the time for discussion which was really refreshing

· Most non-theorized presentations.  This includes most reports on C-SAP projects/  There was too much theory – usually at great excessive length

· It was all great

· Discussions of actual teaching practice (J Lewis/A Leeder were very useful).  S Spencer’s visual teaching presentation was helpful. M Apple keynote was very good

· Lectures and presentations and obviously the discussions

· Keynotes were excellent

· Seeing how complete strangers come together to make decisions, set a clear target for the future of our society

· The plenary speakers were absolutely fantastic

· Opportunity to discuss C-SAP strategic directions.  Seminar presentations providing discussion of hands on learning and teaching experiences

· Meeting with other teaching staff, some of the presentations – particularly on C-SAP funded work were excellent

· I learned about what types of research are currently on in cognate fields.  I met with people who are involved in similar completely different activities.

· Several excellent speakers and met some great people

· The interest, feedback and encouragement received from colleagues.  The links I made with others researching HE issues.  Thought the international perspectives really added to the Conference / make the event much more interesting.  The 2nd and 3rd keynotes were excellent. I had very good response and feedback from my paper so that was great.  It has encouraged me to think about future writing.

· The plenary by Prof Darder – full engaged and committed to emancipatory pedagogy

· Some of the papers and discussions afterwards – exchanging experiences, ideas – informal meetings
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How do you think the event will have an impact on your teaching/work? 

· Certainly hope to develop/facilitate module in Sociology with role-play situation – inspired by David’s paper on Simulation.  Volunteering in the curriculum – will explore this further for our own institution

· A big impact – in subtle, personal ways

· Reflecting on practice and thinking through ideas of work elsewhere

· Affirmation of my work back in the trenches of L&T.  Support really ties with likeminded individuals

· I have left with lots of ideas for things I could do and many references I want to follow up.

· I made some good contacts and will be able to follow these up to support the further development of projects I am doing.  However, there was little direct (ie not theorised or generalised) advise on pedagogical practice, so there was little advice I could take away with me.

· Lots to think about and incorporate into reflection on practice

· There are a few specific methods I will try

· Definitely will – at least I’m not alone

· Hope it helps me to be more critical and engage my work more and get a better class of degree

· Has allowed the first members to come together and make contact; will open more members our ideas, shows how we will do things at future conferences

· Networking

· I will probably focus more on the link between activism and academy, more community involvement

· Identifying useful inputs to University level implementation of Learning strategy including placement developments

· Definitely taking on some of the ideas that were discussed in the presentations

· I have been invited to present about my current research in a different institution, this would possibly give way to collaboration

· Some possible relevant contacts, ideas for developing pedagogies

· Have been invited to submit my paper for publication, invited to present my research findings at an HEA event in Dec 06, also made some contacts that I may work with in the future.  The event also provided new perspectives on my research that will help me develop it in the future.  This was really valuable as I do not really have any ‘research community’ where I am based and so was seeking some critical (a constructive way) feedback, which I received.  The conference also gave me some ideas of how I could disseminate my research to the community of policy makers and practitioners both within the institution and externally, which I will be developing over the next few months.

· I am developing a new module on Global Education and I have to say that the conference has provided lots of interesting ideas for me.

· Yes – it has forced me to think more carefully about curricula and classroom practices

· Might lead to new research collaboration and academic exchanges

· New ideas, techniques/devices – perhaps even new degree programmes – research applications

· Not at all apart from the limited feedback I received from the ‘audience’

Improvements Needed
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What did you like least about the event?
· Cross subject discussions.  Rushed discussion and limited time for discussion in paper sessions – tighter chairing

· Timetabling quite badly over crowded overall in the programme and particularly in Friday panel on activism/protest – they were a mess – no timing/schedule/slots and no time to discuss plus obvious overlap made it hard to choose – a real shame

·  Did not like panels with 5 papers and 20 minutes per paper

· Time limits for panels of 5/6 people.  Putting panels in same theme on at the same time

· The panels had too may papers and not enough time for talking

· Although M Apple was an inspiration.  Just his plenary was enough.  I was disappointed with other plenary speakers.  B Burgess was a good start but was made irrelevant by the rest of the conference.  Too much theory.   A little is fine it make you think and reconsider.  BUT I wanted some more information about actual experiences that I would use and learn from

· Not enough time for questions and discussion – why are we still using the traditional method of paper format for nearly all sessions?

· The conference seemed a bit dominated by new university teachers.  The issues of massification are of course important bit I found it frustrating to have so may sessions railed onto new University FE concerns

· Race and Ethnicity session at the same time

· Sessions with similar/identical themes were running concurrently – panellists in both Friday afternoon sessions expressed desire to be at each others presentations

· Some ridiculous posturing from a number of delegates who seemed determined to turn the conference into an SWP event!

· Prof Burgess Presentation took place in the dark (literally).  The plenary sessions had a too static and a bit old fashioned layout (ex cathedra)

· Too much in the programme and too much top-down ‘talking’ with very little opportunities for debate.  I think it may have worked better is papers around a theme were based in one room.  This may have encouraged more people to stay for the sessions and led to some interesting debate across the papers.  I also found that the two panels on Friday pm ‘clashed’ ie the areas they covered were quite similar and I would have liked to attend both.  Also, I think that people should be encouraged to present their work in more original ways (perhaps incorporating some of the pedagogic principles they propound) – I’m not suggesting no presentation as I think they can be very interesting, but a bit of variety might be good

· I prefer the University grounds and was not keen on the hotel.  It felt too distant and the coffee periods and lunch time shared with other users of the hotel meant that it was less academically conducive indeed less cosy for us.  I do understand that due to space you had no choice to to look elsewhere, but maybe having the conference during the end of the academic year, or Easter holidays, when the university is less stretched might be an option.

· Just a hint of officious tokenism in one of the workshops

· The fact that the keynote session before my paper overran by 20 minutes and as a result we only had 4 people turn up (including the chair)
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Suggest any changes you think would improve future events
· Round table with short (15 mins) statements from 3 or 4 people and then a broader discussion

· Neater, simpler timetabling and not over crowded sessions – otherwise the event was excellent

· Change the panel structure, this does not work.  Small 10 minutes sessions bulletin reports with discussion at the end maybe?  Agree need forum to showcase work

· Why not more streams?

· More hour long sessions ( or event 45 minutes)

· Use parallel streams rather than comparative ones.  So that those interested could go to all sessions.

· Genuine 50-50 ratio of presentation / discussion

· More time is plenary sessions for discussions

· Many other conferences organise according to themes, so that they can run those sessions consecutively rather than concurrently – that would be my main consideration for scheduling which was quite problematic on the day.  Magda Lewis was running between 2 sessions and delegates felt confused.  The conference staff were extremely helpful and welcoming.

· Opportunity for workshops on themed issues –like developing problem-based learning or new assessment strategies or dealing with widening access students Don’t accept papers that would be more appropriate at the BSA

· Might publish or disseminate some of the best papers and workshops from the event

· Conference papers gathered for publication

· Try and ensure you stick to your timetable.  David M was very apologetic and I sympathise however, poor time keeping did impact on our session and the other parallel session.

Looking Ahead
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Would you attend future C-SAP conferences &/or Events 
    Yes 23
     No 1
Not Sure 1
11
The key issues I would like addressed by C-SAP in the future are:

· “Blended learning” involving students in quality enhancement Innovative assessment “employability”

·  More linking to theory – there were too may papers like this (rather than the usual ‘show and tell’ events).

· Embedding innovative practice in all departments and all teaching.  Positive responses that we can make to massification in educations

· Role of academic staff in “doer” etc Student voice.  Undergraduates as a resource, Creating learning communities

· I think delegates should reflect the widely ranges community!

· Sharing and dissemination of teaching and learning strategies in the social sciences

· How can students / teachers work together on many of the views around T&L

· I think an issue C-SAP needs to address is how to attract an audience beyond those who see educational issues as part of their research area.  EG none of the social science department from my institution (Salford) attended this event, yet obviously the debates about learning and teaching are of relevance to their work.  So, in what ways can C_SAP engage the broader community of social science academics in their discussions about HE?

· Good / progressive teaching strategies that bring together student and lecturer.  The politics of education / pedagogical issues and strategies

· Different national educational structures and traditions in the UK don’t assume English model is universal

· Methodology sessions on researching learning and teaching

· Need to maintain academic autonomy / need for public disciplines / questions of status and competition between universities

Additional comments received:

· Thanks for the conference which I mostly enjoyed.  It was wonderful to hear interesting papers and plenary talks and as always having the space between talks to build up ties with others.  Thanks for giving me and my panel chance to present our work.

· Very well organised, very well dressed and very good fun staff.  The presenters were all stimulating.

· I wanted to tell you what a super conference it was and how well the delegates were looked after.

· Great conference, thank you for inviting me.

· Very successful and stimulating event with a variety of delegates and facilitate excellent levels of debate.  

· Two keynotes I heard were high on left rhetoric and they got people talking and thinking and arguing.

· Everyone I spoke to said the conference was very good and they were learning a lot from it.

· People also remarked on how well it was organised and where did the C-SAP team get their energy from!

· The three American delegates I spoke to loved the conference 
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